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(57) ABSTRACT

Providing a cloud-based service to an endpoint device
includes providing the cloud-based service to the endpoint
device in accordance with a default Quality of Service, learn-
ing an importance of the cloud-based service to a user of the
endpoint device, and automatically adjusting the providing of
the cloud-based service to the endpoint device in response to
the importance, wherein the adjusting results in the cloud-
based service being provided to the endpoint device in accor-
dance with a Quality of Service other than the default Quality
of Service for at least a temporary period of time. The impor-
tance may be inferred from how quickly the user of the
endpoint device consumes data provided by the cloud-based
service. Alternatively, the importance may be a relative
importance of the cloud-based service to the user, as com-
pared to other users of the cloud-based service.

14 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
ADJUSTING QUALITY OF SERVICE IN A
CLOUD ENVIRONMENT BASED ON
APPLICATION USAGE

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates generally to cloud comput-
ing and relates more specifically to maintaining quality of
service in cloud computing environments.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Cloud computing is the use of computing resources (e.g.,
hardware and software) that are delivered as a service over a
network (e.g., the Internet). Many cloud-based services allow
users to offload workloads from user endpoint devices to “the
cloud.” However, the resources hosted by the cloud are lim-
ited, and this makes it difficult to meet the Quality of Service
(QoS) demands of all users. These QoS demands may
include, for example, service response time (i.e., time to
receive requested information). Although some users may
pay a premium for better QoS, most users typically subscribe
to a standard or default QoS offered by the service providers.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

A method for providing a cloud-based service to an end-
point device includes providing the cloud-based service to the
endpoint device in accordance with a default Quality of Ser-
vice, learning an importance of the cloud-based service to a
user of the endpoint device, and automatically adjusting the
providing of the cloud-based service to the endpoint device in
response to the importance, wherein the adjusting results in
the cloud-based service being provided to the endpoint device
in accordance with a Quality of Service other than the default
Quality of Service for at least a temporary period of time.

In another embodiment, a method for providing a cloud-
based service to an endpoint device includes providing the
cloud-based service to the endpoint device in accordance with
a default Quality of Service, learning how quickly a user of
the endpoint device consumes data provided by the cloud-
based service, and automatically adjusting the providing of
the cloud-based service to the endpoint device in response to
how quickly the user of the endpoint device consumes the
data, wherein the adjusting results in the cloud-based service
being provided to the endpoint device in accordance with a
Quality of Service other than the default Quality of Service
for at least a temporary period of time.

In another embodiment, a method for providing a cloud-
based service to a plurality of endpoint devices includes pro-
viding the cloud-based service to the plurality of endpoint
devices in accordance with a default Quality of Service, learn-
ing a relative importance of the cloud-based service to respec-
tive users of each of the plurality of endpoint devices, and
automatically adjusting the providing of the cloud-based ser-
vice to at least one of the plurality of endpoint devices based
on the relative importance of the cloud-based service to auser
of'the at least one of the plurality of endpoint devices, wherein
the adjusting results in the cloud-based service being pro-
vided to the at least one of the plurality of endpoint devices in
accordance with a Quality of Service other than the default
Quality of Service for at least a temporary period of time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The teachings of the present disclosure can be readily
understood by considering the following detailed description
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:
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2

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting one example of a
network within which embodiments of the present invention
may be deployed;

FIG. 2A is a block diagram depicting a first more detailed
embodiment of the application server and the exemplary user
endpoint device illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 2B is a block diagram depicting a second more
detailed embodiment of the application server and the exem-
plary user endpoint device illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating one embodiment of a
method for automatically learning the Quality of Service
needs of a cloud-based service user, according to the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating one embodiment of a
method for establishing a Quality of Service for a cloud-
based service user, according to the present invention; and

FIG. 5is ahighlevel block diagram of the present invention
implemented using a general purpose computing device.

To facilitate understanding, identical reference numerals
have been used, where possible, to designate identical ele-
ments that are common to the Figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In one embodiment, the present invention is a method and
apparatus for adjusting Quality of Service (QoS) in a cloud
environment based on application usage. Embodiments of the
invention exploit the fact that situations exist in which users
do not notice QoS. In particular, embodiments of the present
invention automatically and dynamically adjust QoS to auser
based on variations in the user’s application usage (e.g., how
the user accesses services and applications hosted in the
cloud). Accordingly, the present invention detects situations
in which a user who subscribes to a standard or default QoS
requires a higher QoS based on three main items of data: (1)
the applications running on the user’s endpoint device, and
how the user switches between these applications; (2) asso-
ciations between the user’s time/location and applications
accessed by the user; and (3) historical data describing the
user’s times, locations, and accessed applications. The
present invention can then temporarily increase QoS to the
user when needed.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting one example of a
network 100 within which embodiments of the present inven-
tion may be deployed. The network 100 may be any type of
communications network, such as for example, an Internet
Protocol (IP) network (e.g., an IP Multimedia Subsystem
(IMS) network, an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) net-
work, a wireless network, a cellular network, a long term
evolution (LTE) network, and the like). An “IP network™ is
broadly defined as a network that uses Internet Protocol to
exchange data packets. Additional exemplary IP networks
include Voice over IP (VoIP) networks, Service over IP (SoIP)
networks, and the like.

In one embodiment, the network 100 may comprise a core
network 102. The core network 102 may be in communica-
tion with one or more access networks 120 and 122. The
access networks 120 and 122 may include a wireless access
network (e.g., a WiFi network and the like), a cellular access
network, a cable access network, a wired access network and
the like. In one embodiment, the access networks 120 and 122
may all be different types of access networks, may all be the
same type of access network, or some access networks may be
the same type of access network and other may be different
types of access networks. The core network 102 and the
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access networks 120 and 122 may be operated by different
service providers, the same service provider or a combination
thereof.

In one embodiment, the core network 102 may include an
application server (AS) 104 and a database (DB) 106.
Although only a single AS 104 and a single DB 106 are
illustrated, it should be noted that any number of application
servers 104 or databases 106 may be deployed. For instance,
the core network 102 may comprise a portion of a cloud
environment in which services and applications are supported
in a highly distributed manner.

In one embodiment, the AS 104 may comprise a general
purpose computer as illustrated in FIG. 5 and discussed
below. In one embodiment, the AS 104 may perform the
methods and algorithms discussed below related to improv-
ing Quality of Service in a cloud environment. For instance,
the AS 104 may comprise a datacenter that supports a cloud-
based service (e.g., searching, gaming, data provisioning,
maps, etc.).

In one embodiment, the DB 106 stores data relating to
users of the cloud-based service supported by the AS 104. For
instance, the DB 106 may store profiles for the users. For
example, the profiles may include cellular telephone num-
bers, IP addresses, and the like for each user’s endpoint
devices. Additionally, the profiles may include historical data
relating to the users’ usage of cloud-based services and other
applications on the endpoint devices. This information and
the like may be stored in encrypted form in order to protect the
information associated with the users. Furthermore, user
authorization may be required in order for the DB 106 to store
any information associated with the user.

In one embodiment, the access network 120 may be in
communication with one or more user endpoint devices (also
referred to as “endpoint devices” or “UE”) 108 and 110. In
one embodiment, the access network 122 may be in commu-
nication with one or more user endpoint devices 112 and 114.

In one embodiment, the user endpoint devices 108, 110,
112 and 114 may be any type of endpoint device that is
capable of accessing services from a cloud-based service
provider, such as a desktop computer or a mobile endpoint
device such as a cellular telephone, a smart phone, a tablet
computer, a laptop computer, a netbook, an ultrabook, a por-
table media device (e.g., an MP3 player), a gaming console, a
portable gaming device, and the like. It should be noted that
although only four user endpoint devices are illustrated in
FIG. 1, any number of user endpoint devices may be
deployed. In one embodiment, any of the user endpoint
devices may have one or more sensors integrated therein.
These sensors may include, for example, location sensors,
environmental sensors, acoustic sensors, position sensors,
optical sensors, pressure sensors, proximity sensors, and the
like. The AS 104 may subscribe to the outputs of these sen-
sors, as discussed in greater detail below.

It should be noted that the network 100 has been simplified.
For example, the network 100 may include other network
elements (not shown) such as border elements, routers,
switches, policy servers, security devices, a content distribu-
tion network (CDN) and the like.

FIG. 2A is a block diagram depicting a more detailed
embodiment of the application server 104 and the exemplary
user endpoint device 108 illustrated in FIG. 1. Although the
user endpoint device 108 is illustrated in FIG. 2, any of the
user endpoint devices 108-114 could be configured as illus-
trated in FIG. 2.

As illustrated, the user endpoint device 108 runs a plurality
of applications, including cloud-based applications (or ser-
vices) 202,-202n (hereinafter collectively referred to as
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“cloud applications 202”) and local applications 204,-204,,
(hereinafter collectively referred to as “local applications
204”). The cloud applications 202 access remote services
(i.e., services hosted on devices other than the user endpoint
device 108), while the local applications 204 access local
services (i.e., services hosted on the user endpoint device
108). As discussed above, the user endpoint device 108 may
also include one or more sensors 206, such as location sen-
sors, environmental sensors, acoustic sensors, position sen-
sors, optical sensors, pressure sensors, proximity sensors.

In addition, the user endpoint device 108 comprises a QoS
setup assistant 200 (e.g., a processor) that communicates with
the cloud applications 202, the local applications 204, and the
sensors 206. As discussed in greater detail below, the QoS
setup assistant 200 assists the AS 104 in identifying whether
a given cloud application 202 running on the user endpoint
device 108 requires a higher QoS than the standard QoS
associated with the cloud application 202. The QoS setup
assistant 200 relies on data obtained from the cloud applica-
tions 202, local applications 204, and sensors 206 (e.g., time
and location sensors) to make this determination.

The AS 104 hosts a plurality of cloud-based services 210, -
210, (hereinafter collectively referred to as “cloud services
2107). The cloud services 210 correspond to at least some of
the cloud applications 202 running on the user endpoint
device 108. The AS 104 also hosts or has access to a plurality
of computing resources 212 (e.g., hardware and/or software
resources) that are made available to the cloud services 210
for use in providing the associated services to users.

In addition, the AS 104 comprises a QoS setup service 208.
The QoS setup service 208 (e.g., a processor) establishes the
QoS for each of the cloud services 210. As discussed in
greater detail below, the QoS setup service 208 may adjust the
QoS of a given cloud service 210 dynamically in response to
data provided by the QoS setup assistant 200 of the user
endpoint device 108.

FIG. 2B is a block diagram depicting a second more
detailed embodiment of the application server and the exem-
plary user endpoint device illustrated in FIG. 1. In particular,
FIG. 2B illustrates an embodiment of the invention in which
the cloud-based service provider offers Infrastructure-as-a-
Service (laaS). In this case, the AS 104 hosts a plurality of
cloud-based services, each of which offers Software-as-a-
Service (SaaS).

The user endpoint device 108 is configured in a manner
substantially identical to the user endpoint device 108 illus-
trated in FIG. 2A. Thus, the user endpoint device 108 runs a
plurality of applications, including cloud-based applications
(or services) 202,-202,, (hereinafter collectively referred to as
“cloud applications 202”) and local applications 204,-204,,
(hereinafter collectively referred to as “local applications
2047). As discussed above, the user endpoint device 108 may
also include one or more sensors 206.

In addition, the user endpoint device 108 comprises an
individual QoS setup assistant 200,-200,, (hereinafter collec-
tively referred to as “QoS setup assistants 200”") associated
with each cloud application 202. These individual QoS setup
assistants 200 replace the single QoS setup assistant 200
illustrated in FIG. 2A, but operate in a similar manner to the
single QoS setup assistant 200. Although the user endpoint
device 108 is illustrated in FIG. 2B, any of the user endpoint
devices 108-114 could be configured as illustrated in FIG. 2B.

As discussed above, the AS 104 hosts a plurality of cloud-
based services 210,-210, (hereinafter collectively referred to
as “cloud services 210”), each of which offers Software-as-
a-Service (SaaS). The AS 104 also hosts or has access to a
plurality of computing resources 212 (e.g., hardware and/or
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software resources) that are made available to the cloud ser-
vices 210 foruse in providing the associated services to users.

The AS 104 also comprises an individual QoS setup service
208,-208,, (hereinafter collectively referred to as “QoS setup
services 208”) for each of the cloud services 210. The QoS
setup service 208 (e.g., a processor) establishes the QoS for
each of the cloud services 210. These individual QoS setup
services 208 replace the single QoS setup service 208 illus-
trated in FIG. 2A, but operate in a similar manner to the single
QoS setup service 208.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating one embodiment of a
method 300 for automatically learning the QoS needs of a
cloud-based service user, according to the present invention.
In particular, the method 300 learns how important certain
services are to a user and the occasions on which the services
are important. As such, in some embodiments, the method
300 is implemented by the QoS setup assistant 200 of any of
the user endpoint devices 108-114 illustrated in FIG. 1.

The method 300 begins in step 302. In step 304, the QoS
setup assistant 200 selects one of the cloud applications 202
running on the user endpoint device 108. The selected cloud
application 202 may comprise, for example, a search appli-
cation.

In step 306, the QoS setup assistant 200 records a time that
service results associated with the selected cloud application
202 are received by the user endpoint device 108 (e.g., from
the associated cloud service 210). For instance, where the
selected cloud application 202 is a search application, the
QoS setup assistant 200 might record the time at which search
results (e.g., in the form of a plurality of hyperlinks) are
received by the user endpoint device 108. In one embodiment,
the QoS setup assistant 200 records multiple times at which
service results associated with the selected cloud application
202 are received (e.g., the user may execute multiple different
searches).

In step 308, the QoS setup assistant 200 records a time that
the service results associated with the selected cloud applica-
tion 202 are consumed by the user endpoint device 108. For
instance, where the service results are search results, the QoS
setup assistant 200 might record the time at which the user of
the user endpoint device 108 clicked or scrolled through the
search results or downloaded or opened a file contained in the
search results). In one embodiment, the QoS setup assistant
200 records multiple times at which service results associated
with the selected cloud application 202 are consumed (e.g.,
the user may receive results for multiple different searches).

In step 310, the QoS setup assistant 200 calculates the
difference between the time the service results were provided
and the time that the service results were consumed. This
difference roughly indicates the importance of the selected
cloud application 202 to the user of the user endpoint device
108, since users are typically faster to consume service results
that are more important to them (e.g., the importance of the
selected cloud application 202 is inversely proportional to the
difference). In one embodiment, the QoS setup assistant 200
may calculate time differences for multiple different service
results received and consumed according to the selected
cloud service 202. In this case, the QoS setup assistant 200
may additionally calculate an average time difference (i.e.,
the average of the time differences calculated individually for
each service result).

In step 312, the QoS setup assistant 200 stores the calcu-
lated difference. In one embodiment, the calculated differ-
ence is stored locally on the user endpoint device 108. In
another embodiment, the calculated difference may also be
stored remotely in the database 106 illustrated in FIG. 1 (e.g.,
for use in building a user profile).
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In step 314, the QoS setup assistant 200 determines
whether there are any cloud applications 202 running on the
user endpoint device 108 that have not been evaluated. If the
QoS setup assistant 200 concludes in step 314 that there are
cloud applications 202 remaining to be evaluated, then the
method 300 returns to step 304, and the QoS setup assistant
200 selects a next cloud application 202 for evaluation in
accordance with steps 306-312.

Alternatively, if the QoS setup assistant 200 concludes in
step 314 that all cloud applications 202 running on the user
endpoint device 108 have been evaluated, then the method
optionally proceeds to step 316. In optional step 316 (illus-
trated in phantom), the QoS setup assistant 200 ranks the
cloud applications 202 running on the user endpoint device
according to the time differences calculated for each cloud
application 202. As discussed above, the time difference cal-
culated for a given cloud application 202 roughly indicates
the importance of the cloud application 202 to the user. Thus,
the relative time differences can indicate the relative impor-
tance of the cloud applications 202 running on the user end-
point device 108 to the user. For instance, if the time differ-
ence calculated for cloud application 202, is shorter than the
time difference calculated for cloud application 202,, this
may indicate that cloud application 202, is more important to
the user then cloud application 202,.

In step 318, the QoS setup assistant 200 sends the calcu-
lated time differences and/or rankings to the AS 104 (e.g., to
the QoS setup service 208 of the AS 104). The method 300
then ends in step 320.

The method 300 therefore helps the QoS setup assistant
200 to learn which cloud applications 202 are most important
to the user of the user endpoint device 108. The learning is
based on how long it takes the user to consume service results
once the service results become available to the user. For
instance, the user may switch from cloud application 202, to
cloud application 202, and make a request to cloud applica-
tion 202,. If the user switches back to cloud application 202,
even though the service results for cloud application 202,
have been made available, then this may indicate that cloud
application 202, is more important to the user than cloud
application 202,. If, on the other hand, the user switches back
to cloud application 202, but keeps switching back to cloud
application 202, to check for service results, then this may
indicate that cloud application 202, is more important to the
user than cloud application 202,.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating one embodiment of a
method 400 for establishing a QoS for a cloud-based service
user, according to the present invention. In particular, the
method 400 assigns a QoS to a cloud-based application used
by the user, based on how important the cloud-based appli-
cation is to user at a given time. As such, in some embodi-
ments, the method 400 is implemented by the QoS setup
service 208 of any of the AS 104 illustrated in FIG. 1.

The method 400 begins in step 402. In step 404, the QoS
setup service 208 detects that a user has started interacting
with a cloud service 210. As described above, the cloud
service 210 may correspond to a cloud-based application 202
running on a user endpoint device 108 operated by the user.

In step 406, the QoS setup service 208 identifies the loca-
tion from which the user is interacting with the cloud service
210. As discussed above, the location may be obtained from
one or more sensors integrated in the user endpoint device
108. The user’s location is relevant because the user’s current
location may have bearing on whether the user requires
urgent access to the cloud service 210 (e.g., if the user’s
current location is a location that is unusual for the user and/or
is generally considered to be dangerous). In one embodiment,
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the user must consent to his or her current location being
shared with the QoS setup service 208.

In optional step 408 (illustrated in phantom), the QoS setup
service 208 adjusts the QoS to the user for cloud services 210
that consume information about user location. For example, if
the user’s current location is a location that is unfamiliar to the
user or that is generally considered to be dangerous, the QoS
setup service 208 may increase the QoS above a standard or
default level to the user for cloud services 210 that consume
information about user location, since the user may urgently
require data from these services.

In step 410, the QoS setup service 208 determines whether
the user is continuing to interact with the cloud service 210. If
the QoS setup service 208 concludes in step 410 that the user
is not continuing to interact with the cloud service 210, then
the method ends in step 420. In one embodiment, the QoS
setup service 208 may restore any adjusted QoS to standard or
default levels before the method 400 ends.

Alternatively, if the QoS setup service 208 concludes in
step 410 that the user is continuing to interact with the cloud
service 210, then the method 400 proceeds to step 412. In step
412, the QoS setup service 208 selects a cloud service 210
with which the user is currently interacting (e.g., for which a
corresponding cloud application 202 is currently running on
the user endpoint device 108).

In step 414, the QoS setup service 208 obtains the time
differences and/or rankings calculated by the QoS setup
assistants 200 of the user endpoint devices of all users cur-
rently interacting with the selected cloud service 210. In one
embodiment, the time differences and/or rankings are
obtained directly from the QoS setup assistant 200, although
in other embodiments the time differences and/or rankings
could be retrieved from the database 106. In another embodi-
ment, the time differences and/or rankings may have been
previously obtained by the QoS setup service 208 and stored
locally on the AS 104.

Instep 416, the QoS setup service 208 adjusts the QoS level
provided to the user of the user endpoint device 108 for the
selected cloud service 210, based on the time differences
and/or rankings associated with the user and the other users
currently interacting with the selected cloud service 210. For
instance, if the user of the user endpoint device 108 is rela-
tively fast to consume service results associated with the
cloud service 210 compared to other users, then the QoS level
provided to the user of the user endpoint device 108 may be
increased for the selected cloud service 210 (e.g., increased
beyond a standard or default level).

In step 418, the QoS setup service 208 determines whether
any currently active cloud services remain to be evaluated. If
the QoS setup service 208 concludes in step 418 that there are
cloud services 210 remaining to be evaluated, then the
method 400 returns to step 412, and the QoS setup service 208
selects a next cloud service 210 for evaluation in accordance
with steps 212-216.

Alternatively, if the QoS setup service 208 concludes in
step 418 that all currently active cloud services 210 have been
evaluated, then the method ends in step 420.

Embodiments of the present invention thus learn which
cloud-based services are most important to particular users
and when those cloud-based applications are most important.
Using this information, the present invention can dynami-
cally adjust the QoS level that is associated with a particular
user and a particular cloud-based service at the times when
the increased QoS is most needed; at all other times, the QoS
may be restored to a standard or default level, thus making it
possible to increase QoS to other users who may need
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increased QoS at thattime. Services to users may therefore be
improved from both a service consumability and a safety
standpoint.

For instance, a user may have two cloud based applications
open on his user endpoint device: (1) an online game; and (2)
avoice-controlled application that answers questions using a
server in the cloud. Both applications consume bandwidth
and processing resources on the user endpoint device and are
supported by the same cloud service provider. While the user
is playing the game, he may decide to ask the voice-controlled
application to check his calendar for the day. Embodiments of
the present invention can detect that the user is still playing
the game while asking for the calendar check, and can deduce
that the calendar check is probably not as important as the
game is to the user at the current time. Thus, the request for the
calendar check can be prioritized according to other voice-
controlled requests received from other users during the same
window of time. Those requests that are prioritized more
highly can be addressed in accordance with a higher QoS
relative to the other requests.

As another example, a user may currently be located in a
dangerous suburb of a large metropolitan area. Embodiments
of'the present invention can identify his current location (e.g.,
global positioning system coordinates) and compare it to
other locations that the user has visited previously. Embodi-
ments of the present invention can further deduce that the
user’s current location is not a location that the user normally
visits and can increase the QoS to the user for services that
relate to location (e.g., such as locating local businesses and
downloading maps and local information).

FIG. 5is ahighlevel block diagram of the present invention
implemented using a general purpose computing device 500.
In one embodiment, the general purpose computing device
500 is deployed as an application server, such as the AS 104
illustrated in FIG. 1, or as a user endpoint device, such as the
user endpoint devices 108-114 illustrated in FIG. 1. It should
be understood that embodiments of the invention can be
implemented as a physical device or subsystem that is
coupled to a processor through a communication channel.
Therefore, in one embodiment, a general purpose computing
device 500 comprises a processor 502, a memory 504, a QoS
adjustment module 505, and various input/output (1/O)
devices 506 such as a display, a keyboard, amouse, a modem,
a microphone, speakers, a touch screen, an adaptable 1/O
device, and the like. In one embodiment, at least one 1/O
device is a storage device (e.g., a disk drive, an optical disk
drive, a floppy disk drive).

Alternatively, embodiments of the present invention (e.g.,
QoS adjustment module 505) can be represented by one or
more software applications (or even a combination of soft-
ware and hardware, e.g., using Application Specific Inte-
grated Circuits (ASIC)), where the software is loaded from a
storage medium (e.g., [/O devices 506) and operated by the
processor 502 in the memory 504 of the general purpose
computing device 500. Thus, in one embodiment, the QoS
adjustment module 505 for dynamically adjusting the QoS of
a cloud-based application described herein with reference to
the preceding Figures can be stored on a tangible or non-
transitory computer readable medium (e.g., RAM, magnetic
or optical drive or diskette, and the like).

It should be noted that although not explicitly specified,
one or more steps of the methods described herein may
include a storing, displaying and/or outputting step as
required for a particular application. In other words, any data,
records, fields, and/or intermediate results discussed in the
methods can be stored, displayed, and/or outputted to another
device as required for a particular application. Furthermore,
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steps or blocks in the accompanying Figures that recite a
determining operation or involve a decision, do not necessar-
ily require that both branches of the determining operation be
practiced. In other words, one of the branches of the deter-
mining operation can be deemed as an optional step.

Although various embodiments which incorporate the
teachings of the present invention have been shown and
described in detail herein, those skilled in the art can readily
devise many other varied embodiments that still incorporate
these teachings.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for providing data to an endpoint device via a
cloud-based service, wherein the cloud-based service is one
of'a plurality of cloud-based services running on the endpoint
device, the method comprising:

providing the data via the cloud-based service to the end-

point device, wherein the data is transmitted over a con-
tent distribution network to the endpoint device accord-
ing to a default Quality of Service;

learning how important the cloud-based service is to a user

of the endpoint device, wherein how important the
cloud-based service is to the user is relative to impor-
tances of others of the plurality of cloud-based services,
wherein how important the cloud-based service is to the
user is based at least in part on a current location of the
user, and wherein the current location indicates whether
the user requires urgent access to the data, and wherein
the learning comprises ranking the plurality of cloud-
based services according to importance to the user,
wherein the ranking comprises:
calculating, for each of the plurality of cloud-based ser-
vices, a time difference between a time that data pro-
vided by the each of the plurality of cloud-based ser-
vices are received by the endpoint device and a time
that the data provided by the each of the cloud-based
services is consumed by the endpoint device; and
inferring an importance of the each of the plurality of
cloud-based services that is inversely proportional to
the time difference; and

automatically adjusting the providing of the data via the

cloud-based service to the endpoint device in response to
how important the cloud-based service is to the user,
wherein the adjusting results in the cloud-based service
transmitting the data over the content distribution net-
work to the endpoint device according to a Quality of
Service other than the default Quality of Service for at
least a temporary period of time.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the automatically
adjusting comprises:

providing the data to the endpoint device according to a

greater Quality of Service than the default Quality of
Service, when the cloud-based service is ranked highly
relative to the others of the plurality of cloud-based
services.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the time difference is an
average time difference for the each of the plurality of cloud-
based services.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the learning further
comprises:

observing a manner in which the user switches between the

plurality of cloud-based services.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the cloud-based service
is one of a plurality of cloud-based services provided to a
plurality of endpoint devices including the endpoint device,
and how important the cloud-based service is to the user is
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relative to importances of others of the plurality of cloud-
based services to respective users of others of the plurality of
endpoint devices.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the learning further
comprises:

identifying the current location of the user; and

inferring that a greater Quality of Service than the default

Quality of Service should be associated with the cloud-
based service on the endpoint device, based on the cur-
rent location of the user.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising:

providing the cloud-based service on the endpoint device

in according to the greater Quality of Service, at least
temporarily.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the cloud-based service
is a service that relates to location.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the current location of
the user is a location that is unfamiliar to the user.

10. The method of claim 6, wherein the current location of
the user is a dangerous location.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the default Quality of
Service causes the cloud-based service to provide the data in
accordance with a first response time, and the adjusting
includes providing the data in accordance with a second
response time that is shorter than the first response time.

12. A method for providing data to a plurality of endpoint
devices via a cloud-based service, wherein the cloud-based
service is one of a plurality of cloud-based services running
on the plurality of endpoint devices, the method comprising:

providing the data via the cloud-based service to the plu-

rality of endpoint devices, wherein the data is transmit-
ted over a content distribution network to the endpoint
device according to a default Quality of Service;
learning how important the cloud-based service is relative
to other cloud-based services to respective users of each
of'the plurality of endpoint devices, wherein how impor-
tant the cloud-based service is to the respective users is
based at least in part on current locations of the respec-
tive users, wherein the current locations indicate
whether the respective users require urgent access to the
data, and wherein the learning comprises ranking the
plurality of cloud-based services according to impor-
tance to the respective users, wherein the ranking com-
prises:
calculating, for each of the plurality of cloud-based ser-
vices, a time difference between a time that data pro-
vided by the each of the plurality of cloud-based ser-
vices are received by the respective users and a time
that the data provided by the each of the cloud-based
service consumed by the respective users; and
inferring an importance of the each of the plurality of
cloud-based services that is inversely proportional to
the time difference; and

automatically adjusting the providing of the data via the

cloud-based service to at least one of the plurality of
endpoint devices based on the how important the cloud-
based service is relative to the other cloud-based ser-
vices to a user of the at least one of the plurality of
endpoint devices, wherein the adjusting results in the
cloud-based service transmitting the data over the con-
tent distribution network to the at least one of the plu-
rality of endpoint devices according to a Quality of
Service other than the default Quality of Service for at
least a temporary period of time.
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13. The method of claim 12, wherein the learning com-
prises:

identifying the current locations of the respective users;

and

inferring that a greater Quality of Service than the default

Quality of Service should be associated with the cloud-
based service on the at least one of the plurality of
endpoint devices, based on a one of the current locations
that is associated with the user of the at least one of the
plurality of endpoint devices.

14. A method for providing data to an endpoint device via
acloud-based service, wherein the cloud-based service is one
of'a plurality of cloud-based services running on the endpoint
device, the method comprising:

providing the data via the cloud-based service to the end-

point device, wherein the data is transmitted over a con-
tent distribution network to the endpoint device accord-
ing to a default Quality of Service;

learning how important the cloud-based service is to a user

of the endpoint device, wherein how important the
cloud-based service is to the user is relative to impor-
tances of others of the plurality of cloud-based services,
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and wherein the learning comprises ranking the plurality
of cloud-based services according to importance to the
user, wherein the ranking comprises:
calculating, for each of the plurality of cloud-based ser-
vices, a time difference between a time that data pro-
vided by the each of the plurality of cloud-based ser-
vices are received by the endpoint device and a time
that the data provided by the each of the cloud-based
services is consumed by the endpoint device; and
inferring an importance of the each of the plurality of
cloud-based services that is inversely proportional to
the time difference; and
automatically adjusting the providing of the data via the
cloud-based service to the endpoint device in response to
how important the cloud-based service is to the user,
wherein the adjusting results in the cloud-based service
transmitting the data over the content distribution net-
work to the endpoint device according to a Quality of
Service other than the default Quality of Service for at
least a temporary period of time.
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